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MISSION STATEMENT
Strengthening children, youth and families in
crisis by providing a broad array of counseling and
supportive services in safe and nurturing environment

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Home of Hope at Gwinnett Children’s
Shelter is to become a SUPERIOR, self-sustaining,
transitional living community for children and young
adults who wish to achieve their full potential in a loving
and nurturing environment. Our PREMIER program
EMPOWERS our guests with the necessary LIFE SKILLS
to bring PEACE, SUCCESS and SUSTAINABILITY to their
lives for the rest of their lives.

WHERE THE MONEY
COMES FROM:

A MESSAGE
FROM THE
DIRECTOR

UNITED
WAY
GRANTS &
FOUNDATIONS

e’ve had an incredible year
already as we get ready to grow
to capacity of hosting 20 guest
families at a time. With your giving, we
helped 142 people last year, 99 children
and 41 young mothers.

SPECIAL
EVENTS
BUSINESS/CIVIC
COMMUNITIES
INDIVIDUAL
DONORS

HOW MONEY IS
DISPERSED

We ARE moving young families out of
the cycle of homelessness with our
multigenerational approach and program.
Your giving makes this all possible.
Enjoy learning about how impactful your
contributions are and how to help us
continue the mission in the following pages.
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OUR LEADERSHIP
EXECUTIVE BOARD

BOARD MEMBERS

Brand Morgan
| President & CEO
Brand Properties, Inc.

William E. Edwards | External

Scott K. Lewis, CIC, CRM |
President & CEO
Norton, Lewis & Goro, LLC

Georgia Power
David Ehrhardt | Associate Vice
President
Hazen and Sawyer

Jim Lloyd, President | President &
CEO
InsuranceHub

Melody A. Glouton | Attorney
Andersen, Tate & Carr, PC

Leana Roach | Community Leader

Matt Hopkins | President & CEO
SEI Group, Inc.

Lever Stewart | Attorney
MLQ Attorney Services, Inc.
Travis Burroughs | VP Operations
- Athens
Pellicano Construction

Christopher B. Maddox | East
Region/Market President
Renasant Bank

Mark McGrath | Partner
WMBO CPA Group
Doug Meyer | Owner
Kids Harbor
Charles Reid | Community
Leader
Barry Sanders | President & CEO
Complete Care Medical
Joseph (T.J.) Smith | CEO
Fresh Start Strategies, LLC
Mrs. Jennifer N. Taranto |
Community Leader

MAKING AN IMPACT
A MESSAGE OF THANKS
A story of hope as told by a mother with a new life plan.

“

HOME OF
HOPE HAS
MADE A
PHENOMENAL
IMPACT ON
MY LIFE.
In all honesty, I’ve been working
on this letter for the past several
months. I was trying to make
sure my words in this letter get
conveyed correctly!
Thank You for everything that
you’ve done for me and my
daughter. If it wasn’t for you all,
I’m not sure where I would be.
for answering my call and
inviting me down to the shelter
the same day.

That day was where my
entire world changed.
You were so open and honest
about everything and you were
so inviting and when I met you,
I felt you really cared about my
situation.
I can admit that was the most
courageous thing I’ve done thus

far. I allowed my fears, my ego,
and my pride to not get the
best of me the day I decided to
pick up the phone and call the
Shelter.

Before then, not many
knew this, but we were
living in my car for two
months - then stayed at
a family friend’s house
in December.
Then, after New Year s, the light
bulb hit me like it was time for a
change. Not only for myself, but
for my child. She deserved much
better than that.
My time spent in the shelter
was short lived, however it
changed me tremendously. I
got an awakening: I changed as
a mother, as a friend, and all
around as a better individual.
Thank you Ms. Maureen, for
even starting the program,
because without it, I would
not of been blessed to cross
paths with you all. Thank you
for introducing me to the ladies
of Awe. They were exceptional
and I allowed myself to open
up about things that I vowed
to never speak of. Thanks for
giving me your great words of
wisdom and I can’t thank you
enough to for prepping me for
my interview that turned into

my new career. In case I haven’t
told you already, that meant so
much to me. You’re awesome!
Thank you Mrs. Bridgett & Mr.
Eric for all of your advice. It
was well appreciated! Thanks
for preparing our meals Mrs.
Bridget (and you too sometimes
Mr. Eric). And I just thank you
both for being so freaking
honest. You both would make
good therapists.
Thank you Ms. Angie for the
positive quotes plastered
around the house (trust me if
you think no one noticed them
I did). Also, thanks for always
giving me a compliment and a
smile EVERYTIME I saw you, it
was well needed at those times.
Lastly, thank you Ms. Brittany
for being who you are. Thanks
for keeping my talkative Juleeya
company - Thank You for
listening at times when I wanted
to just rant. Also, thanks for just
from everyone else in the
house mentally, spiritually and
emotionally.
Thanks for thinking of
I appreciated every last one
of them. (AIDS, Credit, Yoga)
You bringing Meredith into my
life was a major blessing: she
turned into a great friend and
my soon-to-be bridesmaid!

Overall, I just wanted
to express my love
and gratitude to
you all.
Home of Hope has made a
phenomenal impact on my life.
Not only did living there helped
me as a person, but being there
I was able to meet and leave
with a very great friend and
soon to be My Matron of Honor.
Meschel is my sister from God
and I love her & Eli dearly! Thank

But, just to catch you guys up on
a few things about us: I was able
to change my thought process,
(and pass by the way), have
more patience, save more, build
my credit, and I’m now working
the career I set out to land while
I was at the shelter.
And Juleeya and I moved back
to Minnesota - not because it
was tough, but because God
ordered my steps.
position
working from home.

I don’t think that
could’ve been possible
without the help of
you all.
So with that being said thank
you all again I’m very grateful to
have crossed paths with every
single last one of you.

WANT TO HELP OUR KIDS?
HERE ARE THREE EASY WAYS!

#1
#2
#3

GIVE ONLINE AT HOMEOFHOPEGCS.ORG!
Even $30 a month
and families.

DONATE!

Encourage your neighborhood, church, civic groups and social
From non-perishable items to gift cards and passes, there are many
ways to help. Find a complete list on our website.

VOLUNTEER!

We have many volunteer needs throughout the year Please note
that we do background checks on all our volunteers. Discover more
on our website.

SIP & SWINE, MARCH 2019
On March 1 – 2, we held ou fourth annual Sip & Swine
BBQ Festival at Coolray Field, and – if we do say so
ourselves – it was quite a success! Sip & Swine is a KCBSaside from the delicious barbecue, there was some
great live music from Chainsaw Hunnie, Pickup Line,
Georgia Red Clay, and Rebel Union to compl ment
the food. And there was festival food galore from
our fantastic food vendors, who sold all sorts of tasty
treats. There were also craft vendors who came
out with their wonderful wares for the
attendees to peruse as they munched on
their barbecue.
Thankfully it didn’t rain on Saturday,
even though the forecast was pretty dicey
for a while! It turned out to be a beautiful day. It
was a bit overcast in the morning, but the clouds cleared
by early afternoon and gave way to a blue sky.
at the Gwinnett Children’s Shelter.

Sip & Swine BBQ Festival
4 YEARS OF SUCCESS... AND COUNTING
Over the last 4 years of the Sip & Swine BBQ Festival, our
amazing event has raised over $150,000 for Home of Hope at
Gwinnett Children’s Shelter.
With the money raised at the Sip & Swine BBQ Festival,
Home of Hope at Gwinnett Children’s Shelter was able to:
• Provide 3 meals & 3 snacks per day to 15 families at a time
• Provide weekly kids club activies
• Increase capacity from 10 to 20 families
• Create tutoring programs for children
• In 2018, serve 141 children and their moms
• Transition 76 families out of homelessness since 2014

Save the date
for our 5th annual

Sip and Swine
March 6-7, 2020.

More info at
sipandswine.com

HOW WE MAKE AN IMPACT
81%

177
DAYS

81.4% of our
budget directly
services guests

The average
length of stay
per guest

20

$4,819

FAMILIES

Our current
capacity

Cost per family
per month to
operate

FINAL THOUGHTS
As the Executive Director of Home of Hope at Gwinnett Children’s Shelter, I was running the costs of helping our
roof over the heads of homeless young families. It helps keep food on the table and gas in the vehicles that takes
loved and secure so they are free to be happy children.

We are all candles …. A shimmer of light and hope in the lives of those in need.
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. A child with a life threatening illness will get state of the art care and no one
ever gets turned away because of their inability to pay. A family in need will never get a bill. This is God’s work.
The way he intended us to help one another.
How about Make A Wish? Granting wishes to children with life threatening illness….the joy you can spread by
I mention these two organizations because they are dear to my heart. I have a daughter who is now a cancer
survivor and a former “Wish Kid”.

pledge today. If another agency calls to your heart, do it and help us uplift other great organizations.
It costs a candle nothing to light another candle. Let’s work together to keep Gwinnett great!

