E XE C U T I V E B O A R D

MISSION STATEMENT
Strengthening children, youth and families
in crisis by providing a broad array of
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counseling and supportive services in a safe
and nurturing environment.
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VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Home of Hope at Gwinnett
Children’s Shelter is a SUPERIOR, selfsustaining, transitional living community
for children and young adults who wish

InsuranceHub
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to achieve their full potential in a loving
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and nurturing environment. Our PREMIER

Fund Development/

program EMPOWERS our guests with the

Community Leader

necessary LIFE SKILLS to bring PEACE,
SUCCESS and SUSTAINABILITY to their
lives for the rest of their lives.
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WHERE THE MONEY
COMES FROM
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President and CEO
SEI Group, Inc.
Chris Maddox
East Region Market
President

INCOME

24%

Special
Events

.8%

United Way

Renasant Bank
Mark McGrath
Partner
WMBO CPA Group

4.6%

Churches

Charles Reid
Community Leader
Barry Sanders
President and CEO
Complete Care Medical

29.5%

Grants &
Foundations

Joseph (T.J.) Smith

27.5%

CEO

Jennifer N. Taranto
Community Leader

13.6%

Business/
Others

Fresh Start Strategies, LLC

Individuals/
Pledges

DISBURSEMENTS

Direct Services 80%
(APPROXIMATELY)

Indirect Services 20%
(APPROXIMATELY)

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
What a year 2020 has already been! We have been surviving
and thriving through COVID-19. We never closed our doors to
families and children in need and we did it because each of you
stepped up to help along the way. In our 2019-2020 fiscal year we
served 166 individuals - 113 children and 53 moms.
We are making a difference in moving young families out of the cycle of
homelessness with our multigenerational approach and program. Your giving
makes this all possible and we sincerely thank you.
3

FINDING HOPE

HOW A YOUNG MOM LEARNS TO THRIVE

My son was born April 30, 2020 and he
just turned two months. My oldest son
will be six years old this year, and he is
getting ready for kindergarten. It’s an
exciting time for us!

LaToya was frustrated with life and
wanted more for herself, her young son,
and the child she was pregnant with.
Then, she found Home of Hope and
her life - and her perspective - began to
turn around.
Below, she shares firsthand what she
learned during her time at Home
of Hope and the impact it had on her
life. LaToya’s story demonstrates our
goal for all of our guests: to take them
from homeless, to hopeful, to a home of
their own.
I transitioned out of Home of Hope in
2020. My career goal is to finish school
and further my nursing career.
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Before I came to Home of Hope, I
had no structure and no stable place
to go - Home of Hope gave us that
structure and stability. I’ve learned
how to budget my money, how to be
stronger mentally and physically, and
I’ve learned how to be a better mom. I
have learned to stand on my own two
feet, to make a way and not to give
up. Home of Hope really brought out
the hustle in me. They taught me not
to ever be satisfied with just what’s
comfortable in life, but to always be
working toward consistency.
My experience at Home of Hope was
welcoming and educational. We never
went to bed hungry and the place
remained clean. We all stuck together
as a family should. I love all the staff
and appreciate all their dedication.
We worked as a team. They definitely
taught us discipline.
I always refer other women like
me to Home of Hope; it’s not just a
shelter, it’s the BEST shelter! It allows
independence, growth and a place for
women and children to be together.

I F YO U K N EW $ 2 5
A MON T H COU L D
HE L P A M OM B RE A K
T HE CYC L E OF
HO ME L E SSN E SS FOR
HE R S E L F A N D H E R
C HI L DR E N , WOU L D
YO U HE L P ? WOU L D
YO U G IVE H OPE?
During this pandemic, with
evictions looming, we are
anticipating even MORE
homeless children and their
moms asking for our help.
We want to give them the
opportunity to have a
completely different life
by this time next year,
but we need your help!
LaToya’s story is
proof of the difference
your giving can make in a
homeless mom’s life.
“[Home of Hope] has
changed my whole mindset –
the way I think and the way I
am, even towards people and
relationships. It’s changed
my life.”
Now LaToya’s goals
include owning her own
home, continuing to build
her savings account and
finishing her nursing degree.
For homeless moms like LaToya
and Kyaera (featured at right) and
their children, $25 a month means
not worrying about their next meal.
It means feeling safe every night.
It means a fresh start. It means
hope. Become a monthly donor
today at homeofhopegcs.org
and help break the cycle
of homelessness!

As l i tt l
e as $ 2
a mon
5
th c a n
m
a diffe
a ke
re n ce !
What
w i l l yo
u g i ve
to
help a
child a
nd
strugg
ling m
o m?
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HOW WE MAKE AN

IMPACT
$4,817
SIP & SWINE
MARCH 6-7, 2020

One hundred of the best barbeque teams
converged on Coolray Field for the fifth
annual Sip & Swine BBQ Festival, benefiting
Home of Hope at Gwinnett Children’s Shelter.
This year’s event was a smoking success, with
more than 12,000 in attendance and over $85,000 raised for
Home of Hope.
The two-day festival featured over 100 food and craft vendors
and music from Pickup Line, Georgia Red Clay, Chainsaw
Hunnie and School of Rock - Buford.
Pro and backyard barbeque teams competed in Chicken,
Pork, Pork Ribs, and Beef Brisket. While Angry Jack BBQ and
Gardenvalley Smokers took home the top prizes this year,
everyone who came out to support the event enjoyed good
food and good music for a good cause.

PER MONTH

COST PER FAMILY PER
MONTH TO STAY AT
HOME OF HOPE

80%

BUDGET THAT
GOES DIRECTLY
TO SERVING
FAMILIES

177
DAYS

AVERAGE LENGTH
OF STAY PER
FAMILY

At our BAUBLES, BOURBON AND
BUBBLES gala, held at Chateau Elan
on February 15, 2020, guests enjoyed
dinner, dancing and a silent auction.
This event helped raise over $87,000
to support our moms and kids. Thank
you to everyone who came out!
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200

PEOPLE
WE EXPECT TO SERVE
70 ADULTS AND
130 CHILDREN
THIS COMING YEAR
DUE TO EXPECTED
EVICTION FILINGS

A HAND UP NOT A HAND OUT
BY MAUREEN KORNOWA

Adversity being preparation for greatness, we
have the opportunity to be giving, kind and helpful
when one needs it most.
Take the 22-year-old homeless mom with three
young children who is new to Home of Hope at
Gwinnett Children’s Shelter. She is worn, feels
downtrodden and broken. Can any of us imagine
what it feels like to live in a car with three
small children?
Yet, through all her struggles, she is loving and
kind to her children - and, somewhere deep inside,
hopeful. This mom NEEDS a hand up, not a hand out.
She needs someone to teach her how to navigate life
and the trials we encounter. Someone to open her
eyes to the fact that all her fears and feelings are from
a place of love and they are normal. Someone to let
her know that she can and will make it on her own
and that we will come alongside and show her how.
At Home of Hope at Gwinnett Children’s Shelter, we
give her that hand up. Here, her kids are free from
the burden of homelessness. She now has a chance
to change everything. Our goal is a simple one:
keep the family unit together and teach mom to fish.
Our moms are employed within 30 days. They are
required to save between 30 – 50% of each paycheck.
They attend life skills classes, work a budget and a
life plan designed with and for them to see them to
independence. When a young mom has a savings
account for the first time she can start to see the light
at the end of the tunnel. A hopefulness shines bright
within her and she is animated about her future.
Her attitude becomes infectious to the other young
guests and a sense of great pride propels her to a
promising future. Not because we GAVE everything,
but because she worked our program and EARNED
everything for herself.

The hand up at Home of Hope at Gwinnett Children’s
Shelter is life-altering for our graduates. Most often
we hear, “thank you for taking a chance on me and
for giving me and my kids what we need to make it
on our own.”
Homelessness is a hard reality for thousands in
Gwinnett County. Home of Hope at Gwinnett
Children’s Shelter takes that adversity and prepares
our guests for greatness.

WANT TO HELP
OUR KIDS?
HERE ARE
3 EASY WAYS.

GIVE ONLINE AT
HOMEOFHOPEGCS.ORG!

Even $25 a month can make a difference in
the lives of our children and families.

DONATE!
Encourage your neighborhood, church,
civic groups and social organizations to
host a drive to benef it our children and
families. From non-perishable items to gift
cards and passes, there are many ways to
help. Find a complete list on our website.

VOLUNTEER!

We have many volunteer needs throughout
the year. Please note that we do
background checks on all our volunteers.
Discover more on our website.
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