A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

I’m excited to share our annual report with you and give you a glimpse into the
impact we’re making! While we’re still facing challenges from COVID, we haven’t
stopped helping homeless children and their moms. Because of your giving, we’ve
been able to graduate 44 families into stable housing this past fiscal year! We’ve
also served 197 individuals, 65 families and 132 children - all because you have
stepped up to help along the way.
Thank you for helping us move young families out of the cycle of homelessness
with our multigenerational approach and program. YOU are making a difference
in many lives!
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MISSION STATEMENT
Strengthening children,
youth and families in crisis
by providing a broad array
of counseling and supportive
services in a safe and
nurturing environment.

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Home of Hope
at Gwinnett Children’s Shelter
is a superior, self-sustaining,
transitional living community
for children and young adults
who wish to achieve their
full potential in a loving and
nurturing environment.
Our premier program
empowers our guests with the
necessary life skills to bring
peace, success and
sustainability to their lives
for the rest of their lives.

1, 572.36
VOLUNTEER HOURS SERVED

365 8-9
MONTHS
365
%
80
$ 1 376.28
,
LUNCHES SERVED

AVERAGE LENGTH

OF STAY SINCE

DINNERS SERVED

THE BEGINNING

OF COVID-19

BUDGET THAT
GOES DIRECTLY TO
SERVING FAMILIES

PER PERSON, COST PER MONTH TO STAY AT HOH

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Jim Lloyd
Chairman of the Board
President and CEO
InsuranceHub
Doug Meyer
Vice Chairman
Community Leader
Ruth Davis
Secretary
Fund Development/Community Leader
Lever Stewart
Attorney
President and CEO
Accushield
Barry Sanders
Interim Treasurer
President & CEO
Complete Care Medical

BOARD MEMBERS
William Edwards
External Affairs Manager
Georgia Power
David Ehrhardt
Associate Vice President
Hazen and Sawyer, P.C.
Melody A. Glouton
Attorney
Andersen, Tate & Carr, PC
Matt Hopkins
President and CEO
SEI Group, Inc.
Christopher B. Maddox
East Region Market President
Renasant Bank

Mark McGrath
Partner
WMBO CPA Group
Charles Reid
Community Leader
Leana Roach
Community Leader
Joseph (T.J.) Smith
CEO
Fresh Start Strategies, LLC
Jennifer N. Taranto
Community Leader

3

BEST FRIENDS FIND
A FRESH START AT
HOME OF HOPE
Sometimes it really is all about who you know.
And having a community of cheerleaders rooting for your success? It’s a game changer.
Just ask best friends Mary and Adrian.
“We’re both single parents trying to do the right thing, trying to have a good relationship with God
and bring that relationship to our kids,” said Mary. “We help each other out. We’re family.”
These friends met working the same shift at McDonald’s.
“Me and my best friend Mary … we’ve been doing life together for about six years now,” explained
Adrian. “Mary would read her Bible at work. I didn’t know Christ, but I knew she had something
I wanted and we became close friends through that.”
Together with their children, these single moms found ways to help each other out — including renting
an apartment together.
But in the fall of 2020, Mary and Adrian were in a tough situation.
“The apartment we were living in ended up with bed bugs,” explained Adrian. “So, we had to get rid of
the furniture and all the stuff and do extermination. We got rid of that and slept on air mattresses.”
They moved to a new apartment, but affording the rent wasn’t easy.
That’s when they found Home of Hope.
“God made a way and we moved right in,” said Adrian.
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At Home of Hope, Mary, Adrian and their children
discovered more than just a temporary shelter. They
found a community of mentors and friends, ready
to help.
“With a shelter, you don’t really know what to expect,”
added Adrian. “I would definitely say it’s changed my
perspective on what a shelter can look like. I love this
place. I mean it when I say that.”
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Staff and volunteer support gave these moms time to get
back on their feet.
“The volunteers, they don’t have to come out and watch
our kids. Or the workers. They don’t have to do that,”
explained Mary. “They don’t have to ask if we’re OK or if
we need anything. They could just drop the food off and
go. But they talk to us and have conversations with us.
All the employees and volunteers I’ve met are great. It’s a
wonderful, wonderful experience.”

GIVE ONLINE AT
HOMEOFHOPEGCS.ORG!
Even $50 a month can make
a difference in the lives of our
children and families.

Training and structure supplied skills they needed for
lasting change.
“I’ve learned how to budget my money the right way
through finance classes. I write down what has to be
paid every week. [Home of Hope requires] you to save
50 percent of your paycheck every week into a savings
account,” she said. “Now, I have money in my savings
account. What I learned here I’m going to take with me
for the rest of my life.”
During her time at Home of Hope, Adrian found a job,
earned a raise at work, paid off debt and built a nest
egg. Mary grew her savings, too, paid off her debt and is
pursuing a paraprofessional certificate.
“I’m just so happy that I’m able to budget my money,”
Mary said. “I have good coaches behind me. And I still
have my best friend, my accountability partner to tell me:
‘Mary, keep pushing.’”
These moms are moving forward with a new community
of friends, new life skills — and hearts full of hope for
the future.
“I never imagined a place like Home of Hope,” added
Adrian. “God sent us here. And I’m so thankful.”

DONATE!
Encourage your
neighborhood, church,
civic groups and social
organizations to host a drive
to benefit our children and
families. From non-perishable
items to gift cards and passes,
there are many ways to help.
Find a complete list on
our website.

VOLUNTEER!
We have many volunteer
needs throughout the year.
Please note that we do
background checks on all our
volunteers. Discover more on
our website.
HOMEOFHOPEGCS.ORG
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Sip & Swine
MARCH 5-6, 2021

“Home of Hope is an incredible
organization that shows others
God is FOR them through how
they serve them. Gwinnett
Church is proud to partner with
them in their mission.”

1 competitors BS

Sip & Swine 202

RACHEL SPAIN,
GWINNETT CHURCH

“I support Home of Hope at
Gwinnett Children’s Shelter
because Home is what we
do! From homelessness to
independence and then a home
of their own - that is a journey
I want to be a part of. Nothing
is more satisfying to me than
seeing the success of these
young mothers.
My company, Peggy Slappey
Properties, Inc. is all about
serving and giving. We are proud
to partner with Home of Hope
to provide hope to families who
need it most.”
PEGGY SLAPPEY,
PEGGY SLAPPEY PROPERTIES

“We love the Home of Hope
program! They provide education,
life skills, job training and help
stabilize families who come in
broken. They have a supportive
board of directors and a great
staff who see the trauma and
suffering that the residents go
through each day but treat their
guests with respect and dignity.
By partnering with Home of
Hope, we get to help celebrate
changed lives!”
SANDRA STRICKLAND
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BBQ Team

The sixth annual Sip & Swine BBQ Festival, benefiting Home of Hope at Gwinnett Children’s Shelter,
was deliciously successful. This two-day event
brought together 100 BBQ teams, over 80 craft
vendors, a group of talented local musicians and
thousands of attendees. Even better? $75,000
WAS RAISED to benefit the moms and kids
here at Home of Hope.

Hosted at Coolray Field, we “pigged out” on some of the best chicken,
pork, pork ribs, and beef brisket the south has to offer, with prizes
going to Triple H BBQ (overall winner), Swine O’s (backyard BBQ
winner), Brady Dopp (Kids Cue winner, ages 6-10), and Mitchell
Albracht (Kids Cue winner, ages 11-15). Despite the impact of COVID-19,
our amazing community made this year’s Sip & Swine one for the books.
SAVE THE DATE! Sip and Swine is back again
March 4-5, 2022. Visit sipandswine.com for all the details!

Charity Golf
Tournament

SEPTEMBER 17, 2020

Home of Hope Executive Director Maureen
Kornowa featured with (l-r) Rev. Avery
Headd, Senator Clint Dixon and HOH board
member Barry Sanders

The first annual Hope of Hope Charity Golf
Tournament, hosted by the Kiwanis Club of North
Gwinnett, was an amazing success. We completely
sold out of tickets, and $20,000 WAS
RAISED for young families experiencing
homelessness.

“Great things happen for people in need when
two great organizations come together doing God’s great work,” said
Maureen Kornowa, Home of Hope’s executive director. “Home of
Hope is really proud to partner with our friends, The North Gwinnett
Kiwanis, for the first Home of Hope Charity Classic golf tournament.”
Between breakfast, lunch, prize giveaways, a silent auction and
a terrific game of lake-front golf with 144 players, the day was one
to remember.
Stay tuned for 2022’s golf tourney details. We would love
for you to join us!

Characters
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Our first-ever Characters for Christmas event
was not only a lot of fun, WE RAISED
NEARLY $10,000 for kids and moms
experiencing homelessness.

Every child on the Home of Hope campus got
to spend time with their favorite characters,
receiving a gift from Santa and goodies from the characters.
We can’t wait to do it again this year!
Visit homeofhopegcs.org to reserve your spot.

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM

INDIVIDUALS/
PLEDGES

CHURCHES

5%

11.4%

“David and I support Home of
Hope because we believe in
its mission. Maureen’s vision
and manner under which she
operates is inspiring. The ‘hand
up and not out’ mentality and
approach is empowering to
the guests. The fact that Home
of Hope is impacting two
generations is more beneficial
and long-lasting for our
community. We are proud to
be even a small part of this
great program.”
JUDGE TRACIE CASON

BUSINESS/
OTHERS

19%

SPECIAL EVENTS

10.6%

GRANTS &
FOUNDATIONS

54%

“Right here in our community,
there are women and their
children sleeping in their cars at
Walmart or McDonald’s. We
often don’t realize what’s going
on around us because we are
busy with our own lives, and
I personally never knew the
extent of homelessness in
Gwinnett County until I became
involved as a volunteer at Home
of Hope and got to meet the
moms and hear their stories. I’m
proud to be a part of Home of
Hope as a volunteer, supporter
and board member!”
RUTH DAVIS

DISBURSEMENTS
INDIRECT
SERVICES

20%

DIRECT
SERVICES

80%
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